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IS THE MONROE DOCTRINE A BAR TO 
CIVILIZATION? 

BY AN AMERICAN BUSINESS MAN. 



There is probably no doctrine or principle on which the 
American people are more unanimously agreed, without respect 
of party, than the Monroe Doctrine; and if a general vote were 
taken on the subject, it is more than likely that ninety-nine 
Americans out of every one hundred would declare in favor of 
defending the Monroe Doctrine everywhere, under all circum- 
stances, and without reference to the consequences. Yet, of our 
fifteen million voters, I wonder if there is one per cent. — that is, 
one hundred and fifty thousand — who have an accurate and 
definite idea as to what the Monroe Doctrine in fact is. And of 
this one hundred and fifty thousand voters, if there be so many, 
I wonder if there is ten per cent., or fifteen thousand, who have 
an accurate notion, from personal observation, or reliable in- 
formation, as to the precise effect which this famous Doctrine has 
had and is having on the civilization and commerce of the world, 
and particularly of Central and South America. 

I seriously doubt it. 

In order to understand thoroughly the effect which this Doc- 
trine has upon civilization, the rights which it involves, and the 
dangers which it invites, it is necessary that we should carefully 
examine into the institutions, customs and character of the people 
who are most directly affected by it. 

As one journeys towards South America, one longs to believe 
that the Star of Liberty, like that of Bethlehem, leads the way, 
and that one will find our brethren to be animated by high am- 
bitions and noble resolves, struggling upward like ourselves. 

This pleasant anticipation appears to be in a fair way towards 
realization when one picks up the constitution and laws of one 
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of these countries, and reads the somewhat ornate, but sufficiently 
profuse, declarations in favor of liberty, justice and equality. The 
Bill of Eights is scarcely shorter than the Moral Law, but the 
traveller soon learns that it is most apt to be vociferously preached 
from the house tops in those communities where anarchy and 
despotism reign supreme. 

The visions of constitutions, with their 6acred guarantees of 
personal liberty, and of laws with their well-rounded periods of 
equity, soon fade away; and the observer finds in their stead the 
decrees of dictators and military despots. 

True, these decrees, by whatever military despot issued, are 
mostly interlarded with soul-inspiring protestations of undying 
patriotism, with references to the sacred will of the people, and 
with appeals to the Deity, in every form of canting phrase, in 
testimony of the purity of intention and spotless nobility of 
character of the promulgators. 

All this does not deceive the intelligent observer. He is not 
long on Latin-American soil, when he discovers that he is outside 
the bounds of civilization. For every move he makes, he must 
first obtain a passport from the military Jefe. Everywhere he 
goes, he is confronted by a soldier or a policeman who demands 
his name and his business. If he sends a telegram, he must first 
get the approval of the government censor. If he writes a letter, 
a. hundred chances to one it is broken open and read by the postal 
authorities before it is sent. If he walks along the sidewalk, he 
knows not what moment a soldier will bring him to halt with a 
" Quien viva?" and a Mauser levelled at him, and an order that he 
walk in the street. He soon finds out that he, himself, is liable to 
be locked up in jail on any trivial pretext, or none at all. It does 
not matter what may be his social or business standing, if he 
makes protest at the acts of these tyrants he may be expelled 
from the country without redress, or incarcerated in a jail. If he 
appeals to the American Consul for aid, the chances are seven to 
one that the mouth of that dignitary has long been stopped by 
government concessions, or that he is an actual party to the in- 
trigues. But our traveller has by this time only commenced his 
initiation. He has only learned what any intelligent man would 
certainly ascertain to be true within forty-eight hours after set- 
ting foot on the soil of any Latin- American country, with the ex- 
ception of Mexico, Chile, and the Argentine Eepublic. 
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It does not take the observer long to ascertain that there is not 
in any of these countries such a thing as a legally constituted gov- 
ernment. The constitutions prescribe that elections shall be held 
at stated periods, and in a certain manner, for the election of the 
President and other officials of the government. But no elections 
are ever held. Occasionally a newspaper correspondent, some dis- 
ciple of Mark Twain, as a huge joke writes about an election in 
Venezuela or Colombia, the same as he might about a sea serpent. 
But not within the memory of any living man has there been 
a real election in those countries. 

The constitutions of those countries provide how the members 
of the Legislatures and of Congress shall be elected, but not since 
they were separated from Spain has there been one single Con- 
gress or Legislature elected in the manner prescribed. An honest 
ballot and a fair count, such as we understand them, are so 
strange and foreign to these countries that, in the wildest dreams 
of fancy, no one of them ever imagined such a thing. One might 
have greater hope of success in attempting to explain the Aus- 
tralian ballot system to a Chinese peasant in the centre of Man- 
churia than to any of those people. 

The constitutions provide that the laws shall be passed by the 
legislatures of the several states, or by the Congress for the 
Federal Union. Yet ninety-five laws out of every hundred are 
edicts of the dictators, pure and simple ; and no pretence is made 
that any legislative body ever read them, let alone passed them 
or engrossed them. Read the daily or weekly issues of the respec- 
tive Gazeta Officials of these countries, and you will see that they 
are almost wholly composed of laws in the shape of decretas of 
the dictator. It would appear that the respective dictators, and in 
this they all seem to be alike, spend their odd moments thinking 
up schemes for robbing the people, and keep their typewriters 
busy in formulating these into decretas, which their courts are 
obliged to interpret as law, and which in fact form the law and 
the only law that there is. 

The constitutions describe how they may be amended, and their 
regulations are so precise and formal that a foreign jurist might 
be inclined to take them seriously. As a matter of fact, a 
dictator abolishes a constitution or amends it, or adopts a new one, 
with as little ceremony as he would use in ordering his breakfast. 
True, changes of this character are sometimes made by a so-called 
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provisional Congress ; but, as the members of such a body are al- 
ways appointed by the dictator and selected to do his bidding, a 
little thing like amending the constitution or abolishing it, Or 
making a new one, is such a trifling affair that it may be done 
almost any afternoon. Indeed, the constitution, in whole or in 
part, is suspended at the whim of the dictator, without consulting 
any body, and whenever it suits his convenience. 

Having learned the novel and easy method by which laws are 
made and unmade, one will not be surprised to know that the 
methods of their interpretation and enforcement are no less 
unique. There are in these countries many able scholars and 
fine lawyers, who constitute the material for a creditable judici- 
ary; but, unfortunately, even this department of the government 
is at the mercy of these brutal, ignorant, corrupt, vicious and 
wholly intolerable despots. Lawyers of character and ability are 
not wanted as judges, and they would fear to accept such posi- 
tions, if tendered to them. In fact, the better element shun 
politics as it would a pestilence. 

It may be asked whether the travesty on government herein de- 
scribed is not abnormal and temporary. The reply is, that this 
condition of anarchy, for it is nothing else, is and has been the 
normal and ordinary condition of Venezuela and Colombia, and 
most of the other Latin-American countries, ever since Spain lost 
its dominion over them, with the exception of brief intervals, 
when some dictator more powerful than the rest has succeeded by 
force of arms in maintaining his authority. 

For one period of about twenty years, Guzman Blanco, the 
greatest dictator Venezuela ever had, succeeded in overawing 
opposition, although it was necessary for him to use the most 
high-handed methods, and finally murder his chief opponent, con- 
trary to the constitution, which forbade capital punishment. 

As to the character of the people in these countries, I shall 
now describe and analyze it, so that it can be readily understood 
why there is not and never has been any thing but anarchy and 
disorder in South America, so long as present conditions prevail. 

The people of those countries, and they are all practically the 
same, aside from the foreigners, naturally fall into four groups : 

(1.) The Spaniards of pure blood, who do not form perhaps 
more than ten per cent, of the total population. These people as 
a class are cultured, highly civilized, religious, hospitable, many 
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of them of literary attainments and scholarly pursuits. This 
class contains many families of distinction. They do not take 
any part in politics, nor desire positions under the government. 
They are among the chief sufferers from the numerous predatory 
excursions, both of the government troops and of the revolution- 
ists. The story of the outrages committed on the women of this 
class by the military chieftains would make a chapter of horrors, 
which would shock mankind. These people remain in constant 
terror, not only of the revolutionists, but more particularly of the 
government itself, which confiscates their property, commits name- 
less outrages upon them, and renders life a burden to them. It is 
no uncommon thing for a military chief who desires the daughter 
of one of these families for his mistress, to imprison the father or 
brothers, and hold the daughter's virtue as the price of their 
ransom. This class fervently desires and earnestly hopes that 
some foreign nation will eventually take hold of these countries 
and establish law, order and civilization. 

(3.) This class comprises the peons who do farming, the labor- 
ing men, the small traders, cattlemen, fishermen, woodsmen, me- 
chanics, etc., or perhaps more than eighty per cent, of the total 
population. As a rule, these people are exceedingly simple-mind- 
ed, honest, kind-hearted peasants, fairly industrious, and much 
more intelligent than the peonage of most other countries. They 
dread war, take to the woods at the slightest intimation of trouble, 
have nothing to do with politics, and pray to be left alone to live 
in peace. In habits these people are simple, in manners polite 
and hospitable, and but little drunkenness and crime are found 
among them. They are the most docile and easily managed people 
in the world. They are respectful to their superiors, they seldom 
fight, and they are so easily managed and governed that the semi- 
brigands who constitute the governing class can do just what they 
please with them, and handle them as a man would handle pieces 
on a checker-board. These people are descendants from the 
Spaniards and native Indians, a mixed breed, and comprise almost 
all shades from very near pure Indian to pure Spaniard. 

(3.) This class comprises the pure Indians who are compara- 
tively few in number and unimportant to this discussion. 

(4.) This is the ruling class. It will not comprise more than 
ten per cent, of the total population in any Latin- American coun- 
try, but it makes all the trouble, is responsible for the rapine, 
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bloodshed, murders, revolutions and anarchy, which have so long 
disgraced Latin America. This class, as a rule, represents a mix- 
ture of Spanish and Indian blood, oftentimes with a heavy 
sprinkling of negro, and sometimes of other elements. He who 
originated the formula for the composition of this class must 
have laughed grimly when he finished his work; for one might 
study chemistry for a thousand years without being able to devise 
such an atrocious composition. It is true that a small number 
of good men are always to be found in this class. Why, no one 
knows, unless it be for the same reason that leads a good woman to 
carry bouquets of flowers to a brutal murderer. Occasionally, an 
able lawyer, or a good doctor, or a responsible business man be- 
comes ambitious to hold office, infatuated with the glamor of 
polities, or falls in love with the music of the drums or the clash 
of the swords, and he joins this class much to the consternation 
of his friends, as well as of his enemies. As a rule, this class is 
composed of adventurers, ambitious and unprincipled military 
men, many outright criminals, others whose lives have been de- 
voted to intrigue and to the machinations for which these coun- 
tries are noted; and, taken altogether, it is the most aggressive, 
pretentious, good-for-nothing, nondescript, villainous, treacherous 
set of semi-banditti which was ever organized on the face of the 
earth, held together by the cohesive power of public plunder, and 
by the ambition to tyrannize over others. It is of this class that 
the so-called " governments " of these countries are formed. One 
faction of it is always in power, looting the public funds, living 
in Oriental splendor off the forced contributions from foreign 
merchants, or off the receipts of custom-houses, running things 
generally in that high and mighty way which only a Latin-Amer- 
ican can emulate, while the other faction is trying to get into 
power, so that it may have the good things; — and there is where 
the revolutions originate. There is not enough for all. Foreign 
merchants have been plucked until they have become few in num- 
ber. Great foreign syndicates under Guzman Blanco loaned 
millions to the government, nearly all of it to be stolen by corrupt 
officials; and they invested other millions in railroads and other 
enterprises, most of which have been ruined or confiscated by one 
military despot or another. Now the influx of foreign capital is 
small, and the pie for these dictators contains so few plums that 
it behooves them to fight royally over what few there are. 
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The outrages which are committed by the faction of this fourth 
class which is in power, and concurrently by the faction which is 
out of power and consequently in revolution, cannot be properly 
described within the limits of a magazine article. It must suffice 
to say that no foreign house or company doing business in one of 
these countries has ever been able to escape destruction unless 
continuously backed by its government, and that in most cases 
heretofore that has been unavailing. In every case, without excep- 
tion, the foreigner has been systematically looted and robbed by 
the officials of the government, and their political henchmen. 
Usually he has been ruined financially in the end, and often he 
has lost his liberty and his life, and always without redress. 
South America, from one end to the other, is strewn with the 
wrecks of American and European investments. But to the 
dictators of these countries the financial outcome has been con- 
siderable. Guzman Blanco, a sort of a decent dictator, accumu- 
lated only about forty million dollars in twenty years, while 
Crespo managed by strict economy to lay up something over 
twenty million dollars in four years. Andrade played in harder 
luck. He had to divide up with Crespo, so he came out with a 
little less than ten millions. Castro, who was a mule driver five 
years ago, started out with the intention of beating Crespo's 
record. It is supposed that he has now about ten million dollars 
laid up in the Bank of France. 

There is a large class of professional blatherskites in the United 
States who are always talking about the necessity of creating 
friendly relations with our " Sister Bepublics " of South Amer- 
ica. To an American who understands the situation, there could 
be nothing more disgusting. After half a century of such twad- 
dle, our total commerce in Venezuela and Colombia now amounts 
to probably half as much as the business of one big New York 
dry-goods house, and at least nine-tenths of the business that we 
have with them is done through German houses. There are not 
seven American concerns doing business in either of these coun- 
tries, and among them there is not one which has not been made 
the subject of continuous blackmail by the party in power. If the 
German houses were taken out of Venezuela and Colombia, those 
countries would become infinitely more barbarous than the negroes 
in the centre of Africa, or the Forth-American Indians. Noth- 
ing except capital invested in these countries by American, Eng- 



THE MONROE DOCTRINE A BAR TO CIVILIZATION. 525 

lish and German business men stands between them and the utter 
blackness of barbarism. The Germans in particular deserve the 
greatest possible credit, not only for their enterprise, but for their 
great tenacity in enduring the hardships of the climate, and main- 
taining themselves against the almost inconceivable obstacles 
which surround them. They are the true pioneers of commerce. 
Without them our business with these countries would be of no 
importance, and practically every American Company doing busi- 
ness in those countries does its banking through some one of these 
German houses. 

Prophetic appear to have been the words of the great Bolivar 
near the end of his long and marvellous career. He learned three- 
quarters of a century ago what our North- American officials seem 
never to have learned ; and that is that the people of Latin 
America are helplessly and hopelessly incapable of self-govern- 
ment. He said : 

" In America there is no such thing as good faith, neither among na- 
tions nor among men. Our constitutions are books, our laws are 
papers, our elections are combats and life itself is a torment. We shall 
arrive at such a state that there is no foreign nation which will conde- 
scend to return and conquer us, and we shall be governed by petty 
tyrants." 

There is no passage in Holy Writ containing a truer prophecy 
than these memorable words of Bolivar. 

That the Monroe Doctrine has been the mightiest force in bring- 
ing about the unhappy conditions predicted by Bolivar there can 
be no shadow of doubt. 

Whatever construction may be placed on the Monroe Doctrine 
in official circles of the United States and Europe, there is but one 
view of it among the dictators of South America. To them it 
means that, however shameless may be their disregard of interna- 
tional rights, or of the obligations of civilization, they have one 
strong arm on which they can rely for defence, one great Power 
which will protect them from the consequences of their wrong- 
doing. Their intrigues, to which the world affords no parallel, 
are founded on the idea that the United States may be relied upon 
to aid and abet them. To that end, the mouths of most American 
consuls are stopped by one species of favoritism or other, usually 
in the form of worthless government concessions, and the chief 
occupation of many of these worthies is, apparently, to palm off 
such green goods on those of their countrymen who come within 
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the sphere of their influence. When an able and conscientious 
representative of the United States is appointed to one of these 
countries, a man who looks after the interest of his country fear- 
lessly, and does his duty as the law provides, and refuses to take 
part in intrigues, concessions, or affairs which do not concern 
him, it is only a question of a short time until he receives his pass- 
ports as a persona non grata. 

Having seized the avenues of communication with our govern- 
ment in this manner, the military Jefe knows that, whatever 
atrocities he may commit, there will be no mention made of them 
in Washington. Every other government among the great Powers 
has incomparably more accurate information in regard to the 
affairs of those countries than our own. American citizens in 
those countries are very few, and if one of them gets into serious 
trouble he usually applies to the English or German Consul, 
rather than to his own, for aid. And, while official circles in those 
countries (that is, dictators' circles), think it is the bounden duty 
of the United States to help them under all circumstances, they 
teach their followers to be more jealous of Americans, if possible, 
than of any other class of foreigners. They do this by claiming 
that the Monroe Doctrine means " America for Americans," 
which, being interpreted, imports that the United States intends 
ultimately to take possession of their territory. Every effort to re- 
vive the old alliance among the countries which formerly consti- 
tuted New Granada is based on the doctrine of final hostilities to 
the United States. So it will be seen that, while their hostility 
to an Englishman or a German is in proportion to the difficulty 
which they experience in extorting money out of him by black- 
mail, their opposition to an American is more fundamental. 

The extravagant ideas, and consequent demands, of the average 
military Jefe are past belief, and the sums of money he squanders 
are limited only by his ability to squeeze the English or German 
merchant. Even a barefooted colonel (a man is not supposed to 
wear shoes until he becomes a general) would not condescend to 
talk about anything less than thousands of dollars. The boss 
dictator never imagines himself to be other than a second Na- 
poleon, with the treasures of the world lying at his feet and Paris, 
dressed in gay attire, waiting to receive him. 

To the unpoetic, plodding German or English merchant, all 
this seems foolishness. When His Mightiness, the military Jefe, 
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with his gang of ragged, starving, half-breed soldiers, who are 
held to the performance of their patriotic duty mostly through 
the persuasive influence of aguardiente and the hope of loot, de- 
mands a forced loan of a few thousands or hundreds of thousands, 
as the case may be, there is often muttering and grumbling. 
Sometimes, after having paid tribute repeatedly, the foreigner 
finds his credit impaired, or he becomes stubborn and refuses to 
pay. Then there is trouble. 

Such insolence on his part must be wiped out in blood, or at 
least he must be locked up in jail, his property confiscated, his 
house of business closed, his family insulted and terrified, and 
such other pleasantries practised upon him as a mixture of Span- 
ish, Indian and negro blood may devise. Ordinarily, this calls 
forth a protest from the English or German consul. For a con- 
sideration, the American consul will also sometimes use his good 
influence. Usually, the merchant by this time is willing to pay 
up and apologize, and that international incident is closed. Of 
course, that is the best way to settle the affair, for any other 
method might threaten infringement of the Monroe Doctrine. 

Are there not good and patriotic citizens who say : 

"It would seem only reasonable that if an Englishman or a German 
should deliberately choose to take speculative chances in a South-Amer- 
ican Republic of notoriously revolutionary proclivities, he ought to carry 
his own risk — provide his own insurance, so to speak."• 

Occasionally, however, England and Germany decide "to pro- 
vide the insurance," and protect their own citizens, as every gov- 
ernment worthy the name ought to do. Then you will find the 
American newspapers, with prominent headlines, shouting " Mon- 
roe Doctrine," followed by a horde of cheap politicians; while 
every American business man in South America hangs his head in 
shame at the ignorance and assininity of his fellow-countrymen. 

That the United States, magnificent exponent of modern civili- 
zation, should throw itself as the mightiest barrier which the 
world has ever known across the stream of human progress; that 
it should condemn the great continent of South America to ever- 
lasting barbarism, is a pity ! 

Ourselves refusing to maintain or establish law and decency in 

•Albert Shaw, "American Monthly Review of Reviews," Januarv. 
1903, page 21. " 
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South America, refusing to protect the life and property of those 
pioneers of commerce who are doing more to civilize the world 
than all the creeds and jarring sects combined, refusing to inter- 
fere to mitigate the anarchy and desolation which environ and 
envelop that great continent, we stand with our mighty force and 
defy the world to move its finger in an effort to stanch the stream 
of blood. Surely God does not love South America, or somewhere, 
somehow, through the black clouds of turbulence, disorder, revolu- 
tion, bloodshed and crime, He would make a rift through which 
might come to it a ray of hope for the future ! 

Eich in resources beyond the dreams of avarice, its tinted moun- 
tains filled with priceless gems and precious metals of untold 
worth, its vast prairies and mighty forests one unending panorama 
of nature's most stupendous effort, its shores indented by a thou- 
sand harbors wherein might ride secure the commerce of the 
world, a land of beauty comparable to no other in its myriad 
pictures formed by nature's whims, capable of containing the 
population of the earth and housing it all in luxury and splendor, 
this Queen of Continents is held in slavery and blood, in the black- 
ness of intrigue and hate, at the mercy of brutal violence, perfidy 
and anarchy. 

How long, in good conscience, can America permit herself to re- 
main the confrere of thieves and brigands, in the attempt to pro- 
tect these violent, dangerous, and wholly irresponsible dictator- 
ships from the punishment they so richly deserve at the hands of 
an outraged world. If the United States would assume the re- 
sponsibility of intervention for the maintenance of law and order 
in those countries — in other words, if it would police all of Latin 
America, and prevent the perpetration of outrages, not only 
against foreigners, but also against their own helpless population, 
then it could with some show of dignity and good faith say to 
Europe, " Hands off." 

To talk of our becoming involved in war with Germany, as 
many newspapers have done, because of the Venezuelan affair is 
utterly indefensible. Such a war would be the mightiest crime of 
all history, in which the United States would be in eternal and 
unextenuated wrong. No higher, nobler, grander service could 
be done to humanity, to the Latin Americans themselves, and to 
civilization for all time, than for Germany, England and the 
United States to take joint possession and control of all Latin- 
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American countries, except the three previously mentioned, and 
govern them in the same manner as these nations govern their de- 
pendencies. Until this is done, there will be no peace in the 
Western Hemisphere. Mr. Bowen may succeed in patching up 
the differences now existing, and satisfying the monetary de- 
mands, but the effect of his success can be only temporary. Just 
as surely as leprosy permeates the whole body, and breaks out 
again, although some local ulcer may have been healed, just so 
certainly will the anarchy of Venezuela, Colombia and the other 
Latin-American countries constitute an everlasting menace to 
the peace of the world, until such time as civilization may rise 
in its might and put an end to it. 

The United States should adopt a sane and practical policy, 
consonant with the requirements of modern civilization. Whether 
it acts alone, or in conjunction with other Powers, is immaterial. 
The important thing is that stability and security should take the 
place of anarchy, desolation and destruction. Until that is done, 
there can be no permanent peace upon the earth. Every session 
of Congress will witness calls for additional naval appropriations, 
with the undisguised intention of making common cause with the 
banditti of South America against those great and civilized Powers 
with whom we chiefly trade, who are related to us by ties of blood, 
literature, religion and commerce, and whose friendship we 
ought not lightly throw away. Such a war would cover with 
eternal infamy the administration responsible for it, and would 
make a blot on the fair page of American history which time could 
never efface. That sane and intelligent Americans can talk of 
possible war with England or Germany on such an issue, is one 
of those disquieting things which can only be explained on the 
hypothesis of inexcusable and criminal ignorance. It is incon- 
ceivable that any respectable American, conversant with the facts, 
could do other than applaud the German Emperor, who is doing 
so much towards making it possible for a white man to exist in 
these countries, without the necessity of having a squadron of 
war-ships, or an army, at hand to protect him from plunder or 
assassination. I only voice the sentiments of every American 
business man who has ever invested a dollar in these countries, 
when I fervently say : " More power to his strong right arm !" 

Aw American Business Man. 
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